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Synopsis

Engineers, often perceived as central agents of industrial capitalism, are thought to be the same in
all capitalist societies, occupying roughly the same social status and performing similar functions in
the capitalist enterprise. What the essays in this volume reveal, however, is that engineers are
trained and organized quite distinctly in different national contexts. The book includes case studies
of engineers in six major industrial economies: Japan, France, Germany, Sweden, Britain and the
United States. Through a comparison of these six cases, the authors develop an approach to
national differences which both retains the place of historical diversity in the experience of
capitalism and accommodates the forces of convergence from increasing globalisation and
economic integration. Contributions from: Boel Berner, Stephen Crawford, Kees Gispen, Kevin

McCormick and Peter Whalley.

Book Information

Series: Real Utopias Project; 2

Paperback: 296 pages

Publisher: Verso; First edition (August 17, 1996)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 185984135X

ISBN-13: 978-1859841358

Product Dimensions: 5.4 x 0.9 x 8.5 inches

Shipping Weight: 13.4 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #1,505,048 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #95inA A Books > History >
Europe > Scandinavia > Sweden #1548 inA A Books > Politics & Social Sciences > Politics &
Government > Specific Topics > Labor & Industrial Relations #1549 inA A Books > Business &

Money > Economics > Labor & Industrial Relations

Customer Reviews

Ag¢a -A“A unique collection. It should be on every scholarA¢a -4,¢s

bookshelf.A¢a -A-A¢a -4 <Eliot Freidson, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, New York
UniversityA¢a —A“This important book meets a real need by providing in-depth material and
significant insights into the historical social formation of engineers.A¢a —-A*A¢a -4 «John Child,
Guinness Professor of Management Studies, University of CambridgeA¢a -A“Through their careful

comparative analysis the authors have laid to rest all of the fashionable post-industrial fantasies



about the supposed world-historical transformative significance of the technical elite which continue
to confound social analysis and action.A¢a -A-A¢a -4 *David Noble, Professor of Social Science,

York University, Toronto

Chris Smith lectures in Industrial Relations and Organization Studies at Aston University.
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